
BEAUJOLAIS NEWS 

The 2016 harvest: ready, set, go! 

Harvest is rolling out across the beautiful hills of Beaujolais and the 

weather is magnificent.  Look around and you’ll see 50,000 grape-

pickers – young and old, men and women, French and many from beyond 

our borders are all combing through the vineyards of our region. 

Dawn breaks, and with it arrive the grape-pickers.  They start early, working 

together on each plot to carefully and skillfully pick the bunches of grapes on the 

vines. 

As you know from our latest newsletter, this has been a “year 

of contradictions”.  This means that we have to pay special 

attention when monitoring and selecting each plot, ensuring 

that we harvest at peak maturity to fully express the origin 

and reflection of each of our terroirs. 

This year more than most, we will be placing a special 

importance on the grape sorting process, whether on the vine 

or back at the winery.  For our wines, we bring on board two 

teams of young women to painstakingly sort through the 

harvest.   



In terms of the yield, it’s true that there have been certain fluctuations according to the 

various sectors.  Nonetheless, we’re confident of a full, plentiful harvest this year.  In a 

few weeks, we’ll be able to make a proper evaluation of the harvest. 

Under the watchful eyes of Denis and Emeric, who oversee the 

entire process, Marie-Laure runs daily checks of each of the wines to 

ensure that they are fermenting properly. 

It is too early to give a detailed and accurate assessment of the vintage. 

What is certain, though, is that the first wines we’ve tasted have charmed 

us with wonderfully fruity, pleasant and well-balanced aromas, expressing 

themselves beautifully. 

However, we’ve only been able to taste the results of the very first harvests in the very 

earliest zones.  We’ll have to wait another two weeks at least before we can describe 

the quality, style, aromas and fruit – in short, all the flavors and character that 

we’ll discover over the next few days.  What is certain is that we’ll have a great 

selection to choose from.  Once again, every plot and every terroir will be infused 

with its own unique identity. 

The weather has made its contribution.  Now it’s up to the winemaker to 

apply their expertise, experience and talent to transform these grapes into 

wine and fulfil the promise of this auspicious 2016 vintage. 



As is always the case when the harvest comes late in the year, we’ll have to make sure 

that the malolactic fermentation process begins as soon as the alcoholic fermentation 

draws to a close.  This should be the case for most of our vineyards.  However, the clock 

is already ticking and the winemakers know all too well what this means for their 

business. 

We’re eagerly anticipating a wonderful set of primeur wines full of fruit, 

vivacity and with a fresh, vibrant character. 

We’ll be keeping a close eye on how our harvest progresses.  It goes without 

saying that this is our top priority, as we need to send out our Beaujolais Nouveau by 

the 10th of October…  We’ve been pushed up against the deadline before, back in 

November 2013, but thankfully everyone involved with bringing our Beaujolais 

Nouveau to market – whether winemakers, winemaking cooperatives or wine traders 

– worked hard and ensured a wonderful response to the first wines of the year.

Beaujolais yours. 
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